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Do You Waste 

Resources?

Do You Know How 

Much Wasting 

Resources Is 

Costing Your 

Business?



HIDDEN
COSTS

VISIBLE COSTS

Disposal costs:Utility bills, Skips, Landfill costs, Air pollution charges

Raw materials

Labour

Handling & storage

Transportation

Energy use

Utility use

TRUE COST OF WASTE = 4% OF TURNOVER

Maintenance

Time & effort

Damages

Production capacity

Rework

Storage



Resource Efficiency = Doing More with Less



Benefits of Becoming 

More Resource Efficient

­Waste minimisation saves money

­Bottom line benefits

­Short payback periods

­Typical savings £1,000/employee

­Low cost/no cost measures yield 

big results 

­Business survival



Cost Saving Impact
Example:

Turnover £1,000,000

Profits £100,000

Waste Cost £50,000

Waste Saving £10,000

Profit £100,000

Potential waste saving, 

1% of turnover £10,000

Revised profit £110,000

% profit increase 10%

Turnover increase required to produce 

same profit is £100,000!



Landfill it?

Landfill tax 

per tonne

Actual cost to 

business per 

tonne

2005 £18 £91     

2006 £21 £95

2007 £24 £100

2008 £32 £112

2009 £40 £124

2010 £48 £136

2011 £56 £148

2012 £64 £160

2013 £72 £172

2014 £80 £184


